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New realms of Black and White Art created through aesthetics
of Japanese traditional arts.
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New realms of Black and White

Art created through the aesthetics
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of Japanese traditional arts.
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This exhibition began as an exhibition focusing
on ink painting, which has a deep tradition as
an Asian artistic expression. As cultural
exchange progressed, works of art from different

genres and countries began to gather together.

Today, many works are exhibited not only from
Asia and the Pacific region, but also from
Europe. The genres of the works are diverse,
including painting, calligraphy, video, and
sculpture, with each artist showing respect for

the other’s individuality.

This is an exhibition in which visitors can
display their own individuality to the maxi-

mum extent possible.
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My name is Tohun Kobayashi, and I have the privilege of
organizing an international open call exhibition that
transcends national borders. My artistic journey began in the
world of sumi-e ink painting before expanding into the broader

realm of contemporary art.

I have come to recognize that sumi ink, as a medium, connects
us to the very origins of human artistic expression—dating
back to ancient times when our ancestors used charcoal to
create cave paintings on stone walls. When I envision how the
world of art expands from this primordial material of ink as its
foundation, I am profoundly moved by the conviction that all
of humanity is fundamentally united. It is this belief that has

sustained and guided this exhibition throughout its existence.

Our circle of engagement has steadily expanded, and we are
now honored to welcome participants from thirty-six
countries. While many participants who hold a deep affection
for Japan gather from around the world, T have witnessed how
this growth has been accompanied by an ever-deepening sense

of connection and solidarity among our community members.

There are countries where securing reliable means of artwork
transportation presents considerable challenges. Yet even
under such circumstances, participants demonstrate
remarkable ingenuity and dedication in their efforts to take

part in this exhibition.

Each time I witness their commitment, I am deeply convinced
that this gathering transcends superficial exchange and
cultivates profound bonds at a meaningful, personal level.

It is truly the collective spirit and heartfelt dedication of each
individual participant that gives form and substance to this

exhibition.

Visitors to our venue consistently remark each year that they
sense a warm and welcoming atmosphere throughout the
exhibition. This sentiment is precisely the direction and vision

I have aspired to achieve through this open call exhibition.

I cordially invite you to visit our venue and experience
firsthand the depth of human connection and warmth that

emanates through the artworks on display.



